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Thank you for purchasing the Trail Forged WJ OTA Track Bar System. We hope you will be as pleased with 
this product as we are. Tag us in a review on Facebook and we’ll hook you up with 10% off your next order. We 
love seeing pictures of our products in action too; send photos to info@trailforged.com or tag us on FB or IG 
for a chance to be our feature rig.  

Installation should only be performed by an experienced mechanic. If you do not have all of the necessary 
tools, experience, or confidence to undertake this project, please seek help before beginning. This should only 
take a few hours start to finish, so let’s get to it. 

Intended Use: 
This bracket is designed to correct track bar geometry when upgrading to OTK (over the knuckle) steering. 
This upgrade is necessary to minimize bump steer after the steering upgrade, and provides additional positive 
handling characteristics. By raising the axle side mount of the track bar as compared to the alternative of 
dropping the frame side mount, the roll center is raised, and roll stability of the front suspension is improved. 
The raised axle side mount also helps improve track bar clearance to the differential components, even during 
extreme up-travel events. 

Step 1: Support frame with jack stands and pull wheels off. Next, remove old track bar, drag link, tie rod and 
steering stabilizer, along with the passenger sway bar link. Note: If you already have OTK steering, it is still 
worth disconnecting to give you room to work. 

Step 2: Prepare painted/rusted surfaces for welding. See the red lines in the below images for specific details 
on where to clean. 

Weld Notes: 
The red lines on the 3D rendering indicate 

weld areas.  

-The two flat surfaces at the base of the bracket get 
welded to the axle tube and original bracket 

-The perimeter of the sway bar tab gets welded to the 

back side of the new bracket
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Step 4: After preparing the specified areas for welding, install our OTA track bar bracket onto axle with bolt 

through the sway bar tab. Make sure all intended weld surfaces are bare clean metal, and aligned well. Note: 

We have noticed that the sway bar tabs on some axles have bent slightly over the years which can change 

weld gaps.  If you encounter this and the weld areas have small gaps, realigning the bent tab with pliers and/or 

light hammer blows is sufficient. 

 
Step 5: Finish weld on all outlined areas completely. 

Step 6*: (This is optional, but recommended). If you desire to run a steering stabilizer, you can use your 

original stabilizer bracket as shown in the 3D renderings. Cut the original off axle, trim to fit. Once located, weld 

the perimeter. 

Step 7: Clean and paint track bar bracket in desired color. 

Step 8: Drill frame side bolt hole to 9/16”. Bolt in new track bar (adjustable Johnny Joint goes on the axle end 

of the bar, bushing on the frame side). Install frame side first, then axle side. Center axle at ride height before 

adjusting and installing axle end. Torque 9/16 bolts to 130 ft-lbs. Tighten jam nut firmly while holding track bar 

at adjacent hex end. 

Step 9: Install/Reinstall OTK tie rod and drag link. Bolt on steering stabilizer, cycle lock to lock to make sure it's 

balanced in both directions. Note: If installing OTK steering for the first time, now is the time to proceed to 

those instructions.  

Step 10: Reinstall passenger sway bar link and tires. Set jeep down on the ground, make sure axle is centered 

at ride height and make adjustments as necessary. Note: If using JKS quick disconnects on the sway bar, it is 

recommended to cut off the outermost sway bar tab, and mount the disconnect on the single remaining tab and 

shorter install bolt. This provides sufficient clearance for the OTK drag link and full drivers side steering lock. 

The disconnect has a bit more misalignment at neutral position with this adjustment, but considering they are 

detached for articulation purposes, this change has proven to be a non-issue. 

Weld Notes: 
The red lines on the 3D rendering indicate 

weld areas. 

-The tab that rests against the side of the coil bucket 

gets welded to reinforce the new bracket
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Notes: These instructions are meant to be a general guideline and not a factory certified service procedure. 
We are not responsible for any failures or issues that may arise in others’ installs. This product is intended for 
offroad use only, vehicle owner assumes all responsibility by purchasing and/or installing this product. 

Returns: All returns must be complete within 30 days of purchasing, in original packaging, unmodified, and as 
shipped in uninstalled condition. Buyer must contact Trail Forged to receive a return authorization before 
returning product. Returns are subject to inspection, and a 15% restocking fee. 

Warranty: This product is backed by a limited lifetime warranty against bending or breaking of rods and links 
only. This warranty is non-transferrable and covers original purchaser only. Warranty is void if modified in any 
way, installed improperly, or not used in its intended application. Purchaser must contact us for all warranty 
claims, and pay return shipping of damaged product back to us as well as shipping of replacement part.  

Not Covered: Worn bushings, heims, rod ends, jam nuts, etc. Damage to threads or inserts due to improper 
thread engagement, tightening, or contaminants. Damage from corrosion, either on items sold bare or coated 
as damage can occur in shipping, installation, and use. Products or components which have been subjected to 
abuse, accident, alteration, modification, improper installation, tampering, negligence, misuse, or products 
installed on a vehicle used in sanctioned racing events. A race is defined as any contest between two or more 
vehicles, or any contest of one or more vehicles against the clock, whether or not such contest is for a prize. 
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